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SINGAPORE — Justin Liu and 

Sherman Cheng are in a strong 

position to claim Singapore’s first 

International 420 World Sailing 

Championship in Haifa, Israel, 

after storming to the lead at the 

end of three of the 11 scheduled 

races in the final stage. 

Racing in the men’s gold fleet, 

the Republic’s top 420 duo took 

advantage of relatively light-to-

medium 12-knot winds to finish 

first, third and fourth and top the 

42-strong field with 11 points. 

Their third-place finish in the 

earlier six-race qualifier for the 

gold fleet are included in their 

overall points tally.

They hold a three-point lead 

over Edoardo Mancinelli and 

Leonardo Cucchiara of Italy, fol-

lowed by Thailand’s Navee Tham-

soontorn and Atiwat Chomtong-

dee, who have 23 points.

Singapore have never won 

a world 420 title, and Cheng, 18, 

who won the 2006 Asian Games 

men’s crown with 19-year-old 

Liu, admitted it is very much on 

their agenda.

“We came here with that 

goal in mind, but there are three 

more days to go and we hope to 

maintain our form,” Cheng told 

MediaCorp from Haifa yesterday.

“Coming into today’s races 

well-rested after a day’s break (on 

Tuesday), we used our boat speed 

and a low-risk race strategy to our 

advantage. 

“But the race is still very open 

with five or six boats still capable 

of taking the title.”

Leading races is nothing new 

to the pair, who won last month’s 

Kiel Regatta in Germany. They 

have been in similar situations 

before, and mingling with team-

mates and watching DVDs in be-

tween races help them cope with 

the pressure.

The other men’s 420 pair of 

Ko Chuan Yang and Andrew Paul 

Chan are in 36th spot after three 

races in the 41-strong silver fleet.

The gold fleet competition for 

women completed only two races 

at press time. Singapore’s three 

pairings of Denise Lim and Benita 

Chua, Rachel Lee and Cecilia Low, 

and Griselda Khng and Sakina 

Mohd Halim were in 22nd, 23rd 

and 31st position, respectively.
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