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SINGAPORE — Singapore’s sailors 

remained on course to win the 

country’s first 420 world sailing 

title yesterday.

After the final day of qualifi-

ers at the International 420 World 

Sailing Championship in Haifa, 

Israel, all three of the Republic’s 

pairings for the women’s competi-

tion made the cut for the gold fleet, 

from which the overall champions 

will be decided.

The Republic’s best showing 

came from Rachel Lee and Cecilia 

Low (picture), who finished third in 

the 74-strong fleet with 16 points, 

following their 5-1-4 finish in yes-

terday’s three races.

Italy’s Roberta Caputo and 

Benedetta Barbiero and Brazil’s 

Daniela Adler and Kahena Kunze 

each had 15 points apiece, but the 

Italian pair took top spot because of 

their superior head-to-head finish.

Low, 19, was happy with the 

form they have shown so far, es-

pecially when she only teamed up 

with Rachel in May.

“We’re surprised at how we’ve 

fared so far,” she told MediaCorp in 

a telephone interview last night.

“We weren’t expecting our 

standard to be as high as this. We 

didn’t have a good start in the first 

two races and were playing catch-up. 

Fortunately, we managed to do just 

that, both upwind and downwind.”

The other Singaporeans qualify-

ing for the women’s gold fleet were 

Denise Lim and Benita Chua, who 

finished 16th, and Griselda Khng 

and Sakina Mohd Halim (36th).

The top half of the 83-strong 

men’s and 74-strong women’s fleet 

qualified for the gold fleet, with the 

rest relegated to the silver fleet.

The regatta resumes tomorrow, 

with 11 races scheduled over the 

next four days.

Despite winning 14 world titles 

in sailing recent years, the Republic 

have yet to produce world champi-

ons in the 420 class.

Said Low: “We just take it day 

by day, try our best, get good starts 

and good speeds.”

Barring disaster, 2006 Asian 

Games champions Justin Liu and 

Sherman Cheng also look set to 

qualify for the gold fleet in the 

men’s race, which was still going 

on at press time last night.

The duo had a first and 12th 

place finish yesterday, and were 

fourth overall on 32 points, 18 be-

hind Greek leaders Georgios Vasilas 

and Stamatia Fragiadaki.

But Ko Chuan Yang and Andrew 

Paul Chan, who were lying 74th, look 

certain to drop to the silver fleet.
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