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Tao Li delivers gold No.
14 to help Singapore set
a new swim benchmark

SEA GAMES 2009, LAOS

ATTHE
GAMES

! By LEONARD Lim

VIENTIANE: The mood was tense in the
Singapore camp as a gap appeared be-
tween Malaysian Khoo Cai Lin and thé
trailing Tao Li. '

Not only was the Singaporean swim-
ming to retain a title she has held since
the 2005 SEA Games, but a win in the
200m butterfly would also mark a new
milestone for the Republic’s swimming,

They had already notched 13 gold med-
als at Laos’ National Sports Complex pool
by then, and one more rendition of Maju-
lah Singapura would mean surpassing
their previous best for an “away” SEA
Games.

Tao Li, knowing that so much was at
stake on the final day of the swimming
competition, kept replaying coach Peter
Churchill’s instructions and telling her-
self not to panic.

Despite her better start, she ended up
trailing Khoo by 0.07sec after the first
lap. By the half-way mark, Khoo had
stretched the lead to just over a second.

“I had expected her to be very fast in
the first half of the race, she’s a good
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Amanda Lim raising her fist in trIumﬁh after winning the women’s 50m freestyle race in SEA
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right) catching her breath after the 400m individual medley race. She and
ui Yu (left) came in second and third respectively. ST PHOTO: LIM SIN THAI

sprinter,” said Tao Li.

“But when the gap opened, there were
so many thoughts in my head. I was think-
ing ‘This is a disaster, what if I lose?””

Pressure can wreak havoc on an ath-
lete’s mind in such situations, but the Ol-
ympian and Asian Games bronze medal-
list kept her cool and remembered
Churchill’s orders. _

“All she had to do was to control the
first 100m, stick to her rival’s shoulder
and then go all out at the end,” said the
Australian,

Tao Li made her move midway
through the third lap, overtaking Khoo
and making the final turn 0.14sec ahead
of the 20-year-old. She then touched the
wall in 2min 13.49sec, eclipsing her own
2005 Games record by 0.62sec.

“It’s the butterfly, who can touch
me?” the cheeky teenager said
half-in-jest. Khoo was second (2:14.30)
and Thailand’s K. Patarawadee third
(2:14.64).

The come-from-behind victory, after
Amanda Lim’s photo-finish win over com-
patriot Quah Ting Wen in the 50m free-
style earlier, cemented the Republic’s po-
sition as the top swimming nation. Singa-
pore won 14 golds, eight silvers and 10
bronzes. Malaysia were a distant second
with 8-5-6, with the Philippines third on
4-5-1,

Wild celebrations - including Church-
ill jumping off the 10m diving platform
wearing only a pink nightdress — capped
what has been an outstanding perform-
ance for Singapore’s 22 swimmers, 10 of
whom were making their debut.

For Tao Li, her five wins (100m and
200m back, 100m and 200m fly, 4x100m
medley relay) means that these Games
have become her most successful outing
at the biennial event,

She also joined Ting Wen as Singa-
pore’s most bemedalled swimmer. Tao Li
had won four golds at the 2005 Manila
Games and the 2007 Korat Games.

An exhausted Ting Wen, who entered
a staggering eight events despite still re-
covering from a sprained back, was re-
lieved to see the end of the last competi-
tion of a tiring year. She failed to retain
her 400m individual medley crown yester-
day, finishing second behind Thailand’s
Natthanan Junkrajang.

“I'm really looking forward to taking a
break now,” she said.
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