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Sports School’s founding
principal dies of cancer

He was a pioneer in
creating a curriculum to
nurture student-athletes

! By YEO SHANG LonG

THE founding principal of the Singapore
Sports School, Mr Moo Soon Chong, died
yesterday morning, about two years after
he was diagnosed with cancer.

Mr Moo, who had celebrated his 63rd
birthday last month, saw through the first
batch of students at the Sports School be-
fore retiring in January 2008. He became ill
shortly after.

It was his passion for nurturing talent in
sports alongside schoolwork that perhaps
made Mr Moo the ideal candidate to lead
the Sports School.

In 1994, at a time when other educators
were focused on academics, he, as the prin-

cipal of Anglican
| High, pioneered a
flexible curriculum
that ‘accommodat-
ed the training
needs of student-
athletes.

A table tennis
player in his school-
days, he onee ex-
plained that the
Sports School was

Mr Moo, who recently

turned 63, fell ill set up as many
shortly after retiring in  schools found it dif-
January 2008. ficult to make con-

cessions for stu-

dent-athletes to
pursue their sporting and academic goals
together.

“We are here to develop a student who
can compete successfully in the interna-
tional sporting arena and can handle the
academic rigours of Singapore’s education
system,” he said.

Dr Irwin Seet, who worked with Mr
Moo as director of sports at the school
from its opening in 2004, remembers Mr
Moo as “a visionary who dared to take up
the challenge of setting up the Sports
School”.

During his term as principal, the school
produced three world champions, two
Asian Games gold medallists, two South-
east Asian Games gold medallists and a
Commonwealth Games gold medallist.

Sailor Joel Pang, 19, a Sports School
alumnus, said he would remember Mr Moo
as “a mentor and a fatherly figure” who
made a difference by putting the needs of
students first.

After Mr Moo retired, he worked as an
education consultant and director of
Yellowbox Education Services, which he
set up with his son Errol.

He is survived by his wife and two sons.

A funeral service will be held today at
8pm at Sengkang Methodist Church.
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Sports School pioneer dies, aged 63

SINGAPORE — He was a pioneer who dared
take on a project some had doubts would
succeed. Thanks in large part to Mr Moo
Soon Chong (picture), who died yesterday
at the age of 63, the Singapore Sports School
is the institution it is today, said some.

Mr Moo, the first principal of the
school, had been battling liver cancer for
more than a year.

He was credited with planning the
inception of the school in 2002 and guid-
ing it through its infancy when it opened
two years later.

By the time he retired in 2007, the
Sports School had produced three sailing
world champions, with Ms Griselda Kng
and Ms Victoria Chan winning the optimist
and laser titles respectively in 2006, and
Ms Valerie Chia the bytes the following
year.

Under his watch, Sports School swim-
mer Tao Li bloomed to win an Asian Games
swimming gold medal in the 50m butterfly
at Doha in 2006. He was also loved by stu-
dents, who described him as caring.
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Dr Irwin Seet, the school’s director of
sports who had worked under Mr Moo in
his term as principal, said: “Mr Moo was a
courageous man who believed in the need
for a sports school here when others were
sceptical if it could succeed.

“He was willing to take the challenge
and his dedication turned the Sports School
into a success — only then was he willing
to retire.” IAN DE COTTA






