
Saturday
7am	 MLB	 Yankees v Marlins, 

Ch 23
2.30pm	 J-League	 Gamba Osaka v 

Albirex, Ch 27
3.30pm	 Rugby	 All Blacks v France , 

Ch 170
5.30pm	 Racing	 Rally Raid World 

Tour, Ch 113
6pm	 Rugby	 Australia v Italy, 	

Ch 170
7pm	 Tennis	 WTA Tour: 

Eastbourne, Ch 113
7.50pm	 F1	 British Grand Prix 

qualifying, Ch 24
9pm	 Racing	 F2: Brno qualifying, 

Ch 113
9pm	 Rugby	 British & Irish Lions 

v S Africa, Ch 170
9.20pm	 Tennis	 Aegon C’ship, Ch 24
10pm	 Racing	 Rally IRC Belgium, 

Ch 113
11pm	 Cycling	 Mountain Bike 

World Cup, Ch 113

Sunday
1am	 Golf	 US Open, Ch 23
3.15am	 Racing	 Rally IRC Belgium, 

Ch 113
2pm     Badminton	 Indonesian Open, 

Ch 21
4.30pm	 Racing	 Rally Raid World 

Tour, Ch 113
5pm	 Racing	 F2: Brno, Ch 113
7.45pm	 F1	 British Grand Prix, 

Ch 24
8.30pm	 Racing	 F2: Brno, Ch 113
9.50pm	 Cricket	 Twenty20, Ch 110

Monday
12.30am	 Golf	 US Open, Ch 23
1am	 Racing	 Indycar Series: 

Iowa, Ch 24
3.30am	 Nascar	 Nascar: Sonoma, 	

Ch 117

Sat 11am to noon	 SportsZone (live)
Sun 11am to noon	 SportsZone (encore)

SPORTS ON TV

SPORTS ON RADIO

THE SailSmart experential sailing pro-

gramme, aimed at introducing school-

going children to the sport, was officially 

launched on Friday by Senior Minister of 

State for the Ministry of Trade and Industry 

and Ministry of Education, S Iswaran.

Open to all primary school students, 

SailSmart aims to introduce basic sailing 

and boat handling skills, geography, sci-

ence, water safety and life skills in a fun, 

non-competitive way. 

For SingaporeSailing, SailSmart could 

uncover a potential Olympic medallist. 

“We’re enticing parents and their kids to 

come through SailSmart through an educa-

tional focus instead of hardcore sailing,” said 

SingaporeSailing president Low Teo Ping. “If 

you have an educational element, kids and 

parents are more likely to take it up. 

“If we can achieve a larger broad base 

of kids taking up SailSmart, and later con-

verting to the Optimist sailing programme, 

it definitely bodes well for our future. With 

a broader and bigger pipeline, it will work 

towards discovering champions.”

SingaporeSailing aim to have 5,000 

children pass through the programme in 

the next two years. So far, about 250 stu-

dents from about eight schools have at-

tended the programme.

Said Iswaran, who toured the new 

SailSmart facility at the National Sailing 

Centre: “SingaporeSailing have ... come up 

with a multi-faceted programme which not 

only fulfils their role as an NSA to promote 

and support their sport, but also helps to 

develop young Singaporeans who possess 

strong values and thinking, communication 

and life skills.”

There are plans to market SailSmart, 

including franchising it to local clubs and 

overseas teams, including South Korea. 

Visit www.sailsmart.sg for more details. 

Tan Yo-Hinn

A fun education at 
sea with SailSmart
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Any top-level achievement 
can be recognised, says 
sports chief Teo, as bowling 
and wushu shine on the night  

Tan Yo-Hinn
yohinn@mediacorp.com.sg

WITH the women’s table tennis team win-

ning silver and Tao Li becoming the first 

swimmer to make a final in the women’s 

100m butterfly, Singapore enjoyed its 

best outing at the Olympics in Beijing last 

year.

Speaking on Friday at the annual Singa-

pore Sports Awards Night at Orchard Hotel, 

guest-of-honour Deputy Prime Minister 

Teo Chee Hean described the success as a 

feat that “stirred the soul of Singapore”.

However, the top individual honours 

at the awards ceremony went to athletes 

from non-Olympic sports.

Bowlers Jasmine Yeong-Nathan and 

Jazreel Tan bagged the Sportswoman of 

the Year and Sportsgirl of the Year awards, 

respectively, while wushu exponent Yong 

Yi Xiang took home the Sportsboy of the 

Year trophy — there was no recipient for 

Sportsman of the Year.

Teo, the Minister for Defence and Sin-

gapore National Olympic Council president, 

saw no cause for concern, though.

“There is a very good mix of sports, 

Olympic as well as non-Olympic sports, 

and we do need to recognise in the sport-

ing arena that there is more than just the 

multi-sport events,” he said.

“The Olympics, Asian and Common-

wealth Games are held once every four 

years, and the SEA Games once in two 

years. There are many other important 

sporting events where athletes excel, and 

we try to recognise all of them.”

Yeong-Nathan, 20, became the first 

Singaporean to win the AMF Bowling World 

Cup in Hermosilio, Mexico last year. 

Tan, 19, bowled her way to four medals 

at last year’s Commonwealth Champion-

ship and also won the Malaysian Open 

title.

Yeong-Nathan insisted the effort put 

in for bowling was just the same as for any 

Olympic sport.

“Even though bowling is not an Olym-

pic sport, I feel it doesn’t diminish what 

we do,” she said. 

“No matter how big or small an event 

may be, we still go all out to win it. The 

effort put in is no less than athletes from 

Olympic sports.”

National triple-jump record holder 

Stefan Tseng, 19, felt the winners sent out 

a message to under-performing sports, re-

gardless of their Olympic or non-Olympic 

status, to buck up.

“Athletics here has had a low profile in 

recent years, and perhaps this is a sign for 

us to raise our bar and try to be contenders 

for next year’s awards,” he said.

But national swimming team head 

coach, Ang Peng Siong, said: “The selectors 

have their reasons for how the awards are 

given out, although it would have been nice 

to see an athlete from an Olympic sport 

win a top title. 

After all, the Olympics is the pinnacle 

of sport for many, and the competition is 

unlike others.”

Singapore Sports Awards 2009

sports

Yeong-Nathan (centre, with fellow bowler Tan and wushu’s Yong Yi Xiang) says the effort put in by 
athletes in non-Olympic events should still be recognised. don wong

These wins for 
non-Olympic sports
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