Republic Poly
and SSP tie
up for course

§ By Frankie CHEE

FINAL-YEAR students from the Singa-
pore Sports School (SSP) will have a new
sports management diploma programme
to aspire to next year.

The Woodlands-based school an-
nounced yesterday that it will be jointly
offering a new Diploma in Sports and
Leisure Management (DSLM) with neigh-
bouring Republic Polytechnic in 2011.

The three-year customised DSLM, to
be offered only to SSP students, will re-
place the two-year Auckland University
of Technology (AUT) Diploma in Sports
Management and Exercise Science pro-
gramme that the SSP has been offering
to its graduating students since 2007.

Both SSP and RP signed a memoran-
dum of agreement yesterday. The sign-
ing, which took place before the SSP’s
annual awards night, was witnessed by
Senior Parliamentary Secretary (Commu-
nity Development, Youth and Sports)
Teo Ser Luck.

The DSLM’s curriculum will be de-

signed by RP's School of Sports, Health
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and Leisure (SHL), while SSP will pro-
vide coaching expertise and sports sci-
ence support.

“The DSLM will match sports train-
ing and development programmes more
closely, and offer student athletes anoth-
er option in academic pacing and assess-
ment,” said SSP principal Deborah Tan,

Students must meet an academic cri-
teria, and also have a minimum level of
sporting achievements, to be eligible for
the DSLM - which will cost $2,213.25
annually, just over a -quarter of

the anmual $8,000-plus annual fee

of the AUT diploma.

Its modules include sports business,
sports management and sports and lei-
sure-related law, said Dr Michael Koh,
director of RP's SHL.

Upon graduation, students can fur-
ther their education at local universities,
as well as some overseas ones.

At last night’s ceremony, the SSP
named World Byte and Asian Youth
Games champion sailor Darren Choy,
16, and South-east Asia Games 50m free-
style gold medallist Amanda Lim, 17, as
their outstanding male and female stu-

dents for last year.
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Sports School to offer diploma

SINGAPORE — From next year,
the Singapore Sports School
and Republic Polytechnic (RP)
will offer a diploma in sports
and leisure management.

It aims to accommodate
the students’ training and com-
petition schedules and was de-
signed by RP’s School of Sports,
Health and Leisure.

The diploma programme
will be conducted at both cam-
puses. Its key is its flexibility,
and its customised programme
on campus, said Singapore
Sports School principal Debo-
rah Tan yesterday.

“The long-term develop-
ment of our athletes is crucial,
and this programme allows us
to meet that need on top of our
International Baccalaureate
programme,” she said.

Dr Michael Koh, director
of RP’s School of Sports, Health

and Leisure, said it is “the
springboard for higher educa-
tion for all students”.
Graduate students will be
able to further their studies at
the Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity, National University of
Singapore and Singapore Man-
agement University, or gain di-
rect admission to universities in
Australia and United Kingdom.
Aimed at those in the sports
school’s six-year, through-train
programme, the three-year
course will cost $2,213 a year.
It will replace the Auckland
University of Technology’s (AUT)
current two-year diploma in
sports management and exercise
science, which was launched in
2007. AUT’s programme cost
about $8,000 a year.
A minimum of 18 students
are expected to sign up for the
programme. LOW LIN FHOONG



