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More time to
peak for sports
school students

FROM next year. budding young athletes
enrolling in the Singapore Sports Schoaol
will have the option of pursuing their
A levels or International Baccalaureare
there, beyond the current four-year GCE
0 levels.

The Ministry of Community Develop-
ment, Youth and Sports (MCYS) revealed
yesterday that the school's academic pro
gramme will be extended to six years, with
students enrolling in Secondary 1 next year
likely to be the first batch to be given the
option of extending their stay,

Speaking to media on the sidelines of
the Singapore Sports School’s 5th Anni
versary Celebration & Awards Night, MCYS
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said: “Over
the last five years the sports school has
done extremely well ... it has exceeded our
expectations, produced national athletes,
champions at the national and interna-
tional level

“We've done well in the Olympics, |
think it shows our investment in the young
people of Singapore is the right one and
will bear fruit.

“Providing a six-year programme al-
lows the athletes to peak at an appropriate,
aptimal time, rather than to rush to do it
in four years, and also provides them more
academic choices.

“And that's key to what we're trying to
offer here: That you can pursue a career as
an athlete, you can be a champion, and you
can do well academically.

“I think this will make the sports
school a compelling proposition for parents
and children who have the talent and who

Singapore Sports School director of sports Irwin Seet (from left), Minister B
principal Deborah Tan at the opening of the Champions® Heritage Centre.
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want to do it and have both sports and
academic rigowr.”

The MCYS and the sports school will
look into staff recruitment, development of
systems, expertise and curriculum, Started
n April 2004 with a cohort of 141 student
athletes, the school currently has an enrol-
ment of 418 pupils.

The school has through-train pro
gramme tie-ups with Republic Polytechnic
and Nanyang Technological University.

Students also have the option to pursue
asports management and exercise diploma
with the Auckland University of Technol-
/. followed by a leisure and sports man-
ment bachelor (honours ) degree at the
University of Wales Institute, Cardiff.

The school's fifth Anniversary Celebra-
tion & Awards saw Minister Balakrishnan
opening the Champions' Heritage Centre
and awards were presented to outstand
ing students.

Sprinter Calvin Kang won the Outstand-
ing Sports Achievement Award [Alumni)
2008, while two-time Sportswoman of the
Year (2006, 2007) Tao Li — who qualified
for the 100m butterfly final at the Beljing
Olympics — won the Outstanding Female
Student of the Year for 2008

Table tenmis ace Pang Xue Jie was
named Outstanding Male Student of the

Year 2008,
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SPORTS IN SCHOOLS

Six-year academic programme for Sports School

I By JonatHan WonG

THE Singapore Sports School will extend
its current four-year academic pro-
gramme to a six-year one from next year.

At the school's fifth anniversary cele-
brations yesterday, Minister for Commu-
nity Development, Youth and Sports Vivi-
an Balakrishnan, the guest of honour, an-
nounced an extension to its present cur-
riculum

He said: “We've decided that four
vears are not enough. We now realise
that the students need a longer platform.

“This will allow the athletes to peak at

an appropriate and optimal time and not
rush to do it in four years. Also, this will
provide them with more academic choic-
es and that is key to what we are trying to
offer here.”

T'he school's current programmes pre-
pare students for the GCE O levels in ei-
ther four or five years, with the option of
post-secondary education through a di-
ploma course at either Republic Polytech-
nic or the Auckland University of Technol-
OEY.

Details of the expanded curriculum re-
mained unclear, though they will be re-
leased by the end of the year.

It is likely that the A-level syllabus
will be involved.

The new six-year programme will pro-
vide “choice and flexibility” for students
through “customised and individualised
teaching programmes"”, said the school's
principal, Deborah Tan.

MNetball Singapore president Tan Wee
Khim agreed, saying he felt that some
young athletes struggled to cope with the
demands of both studies and sports train-
ing at other schools after leaving the 55P,

Principal Tan added: “Physically, the
students need time to mature and devel-
op to reach their peak
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With the new programme applying on-
Iy to next year's entry baltch, there is no
pressing need for infrastructure expan
sion at the school.

Dr Balakrishnan presented awards to
the school's prominent athletes, includ-
i ational swimmer Tao Li and national
er Pang Xuejie.

history

Dr Vivian Balakrishnan with recipients of the
Singapore Sports School's Outstanding Student
awards - national table tennis player Pang
Xuejie (centre) and national swimmer Tao Li.
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